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GUIDELINES FOR TREATING PRIVATE WATER WELLS 
 
 

Coliforms are a specific group of bacteria, which are usually non-pathogenic (not harmful). 

However, their presence indicates an environment in which organisms associated with 

waterborne diseases (i.e. E.coli) may exist. For these reasons, when coliforms are found in a 

sample of well water the following treatment is suggested by our laboratory. 

 

1.) Pour two (2) gallons of bleach or equivalent into the well casing, directly into water.  Wait 

approximately 15 minutes to allow bleach to disperse.  
 

2.) Run water through one faucet until you can smell chlorine.  Run water through each 

remaining faucet (inside and out) until chlorine can be smelled in each one.  Flush toilets, 

prime washing machines and dish washers.  If there is a dead-end line, be sure to uncap and 

flush it. 
 

3.) Shut off the well and leave the chlorinated water in the lines for 24 hours. 
 

4.) Check for openings around the wellhead and re-seal if necessary. 
 

5.) After 24 hours, turn on the well and flush until you can no longer smell chlorine in the water. 
 *This may take awhile depending on the depth of your well.  Water can be drained outside using a 

hose to avoid damaging plants and trees.  Once chlorine has been flushed, clear the remaining lines of 

bleach.  
 

6.)  Submit another test sample of water to assure treatment was effective.  

 

One treatment may not clear the bacterial contamination, and retreatment is recommended.  For a 

stronger chlorine concentration or if your well contains E.coli, a heavy treatment is 

recommended.   
 

HEAVY TREATMENT: 
 

Dissolve 5 pounds of *HTH or similar chlorine tablets in 5 gallons of water and follow steps 1 

thru 6 above using this solution in place of the 2 gallons of bleach. 
 

*HTH or a similar “Super-Shock” treatment containing at least 50% calcium hypochlorite can be 

found at Wal-Mart, Home Depot, Lowe’s Home Improvement Warehouse, or any swimming 

pool/spa supply store. 
 

For assistance contact The City of Lubbock Water Laboratory at 806-775-2907 or the Texas 

Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) local office at 806-796-7092. 


